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On the 24th ult., at Lympstone, near Exeter, the wife of A. Bennie, Surgeon
of a daughter.

On the 25th ult., at Southampton, the wife of Francis T. Bond, M.D., Prin-
cipal of the Hartley Institution, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES.
On the lst ult., at Rodborough, Stroud, Edward G. Gilbert, M.R.C.S., of Bil-

ston, to Selina Ann, eldest daughter of Robert Sacon, Esq., of Borwood
House, Rodborough.

On the 17th ult., at St. Michael’s Church, Burleigh-street, John Tucker
Ross, M.R.C.S.E., R.N., to Mary Julia, daughter of the late T. Night-ingale, Esq. 

_____

DEATHS.
On the 12th ult., at Liverpool, Dr. J. D. Law, aged 33.
On the 12th ult., F. W. Sarasin, M.D., of Bale, Switzerland.
On the 15th ult., J. M’GIashan, L.F.P. & S. Glas., of Wilson-street, Middles-

boro-on-Tees, aged 45.
On the 16th ult., at Warriston- crescent, Edinburgh, W. M’Nish, M.D., late

Surgeon 63rd Regiment.
On the lath ult., Wm. Milnes Savage, B.A., only brother of James Savage,

M.R.C.S., of Swinefleet, West Yorkshire, aged 34.
On the 20th ult., at Leigh, Essex, Henry Leach, M.R.C.S., formerly of Sand-

gate, Kent, aged 36.
On the 20th ult., at Sandwich, E. Jeffery, Surgeon R.N., aged 75.
On the 21st ult., Jane, the wife of M. J. Robson, M.D., of North Shields,

aged 24.

Co Correspondents.
ABOLISHMENT OF TPENPIXE TRUSTS IN ENGLAND AND WALES.

3fr. Joshua Parsons, of Frome, has addressed a letter to a local journal on
this subject, and suggests the following plan for carrying out the above
object. As that is of great importance to medical men, he suggests the
forwarding a petition to Parliament from each district and place in the
kingdom by the medical men of the locality:-

" 1. Public roads, of all descriptions, to become highways, be placed
under the control of Highway Boards, and be repaired at the expense of
the county rate.
"2. Every union to be divided into the requisite number of districts,

over each of which a surveyor is to be appointed, who, like the Poor-law
district officers, should have the sole responsibility of his own district, and
be accountable to the Board. 

" 3. The salaries of such surveyors, with that of clerks and other (if any) i

necessary officers, to be paid by Government from the Consolidated Fund. i
"4. Government to reimburse itself by an extra tax on private horses

and carriages, apportioned as the wisdom of Parliament may see fit, so as
to impose no burden upon occupiers of land, or others who may be fairly
excused.

" 5. Government to pay off at once, at fair valuation, the whole existing
debts of turnpike trusts.

"6. The existing tolls and trust property to become the property of the
Government. The tolls to be farmed to lessees, and collected or received
by excise or tax officers until the debt has been so far reduced that the sale
of toll-houses and other trust property complete the repayment of the
money advanced."

A Country Fellow.-The annual election will take place about the usual
time, and, in common with the other Fellows, our correspondent will, no
doubt, receive the usual notice. Mr. Wormald, the President of the College
of Surgeons, will be the Chairman at the dinner of the Fellows.

:Dr. Forbes Winslo2v’s article is in type; but its publication is unavoidably
postponed until next week.

A Young Subscriber.-It is impossible to admit a communication into our
pages simply because it is sent to us by a subscriber.

James B.-I. H&ocirc;pital St. Louis.-2. Huile de cade or oleum cadinum.

TWO THINGS NOT GENERALLY KNOWN.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I have lately learned two facts, and believing them to be things not
generally known, I oft’er them for information and explanation.

When a woman is iust completing her menstrual period, if she put clean
body linen (such as a chemise or napkin) next her skin, in nine cases out of
ten the discharge recommences. Some women are much more susceptible
than others. In one the discharge thus re-established will last several days, in
others only a few additional hours, but almost everyone is affected in some
degree. Whether the garments are warm or well aired or the reverse makes
little or no difference; if it did, slight uterine congestion from the sudden
application of cold would be a rational explanation.
How many practitioners are aware that if you test albuminous urine in a

tube which already contains a trace of nitric acid, your labour will be in vain ? 
Yours truly,

February, 1866. AN OBSERVER OF SMALL THINGS.

Erithacus (Edinburgh) forwards to us an advertisement extracted from the
North British Advertiser, for a governor, matron, and medical officer for
the Motherwell Combination Workhouse, at the respective salaries of &pound;5O,
&pound; 30, and &pound;20 per annum. Our correspondent remarks _

"Surely it is but right that young gentlemen who contemplate entering
the ranks of the medical profession should be made aware of the pecuniary
’inducements,’ as well as of others. There can be no doubt that the widely-
spread system of gratuitous consultation and gratuitous supply of medi-
cines to all who may please to come to many of our public medical insti-
tutions have greatly tended to cause the community to put little value on
the services of medical men generally."

Mr. E. Lane.-Our correspondent should read Aitken’s Medicine; Reynolds’s
, System of Medieine, vol. i. (nearly ready) ; Bazire’s translation of Trousseau

on Locomotor Ataxy; Whately’s Elements of Logic; Mill’s System of
Logic; Bain on the Emotions; Bain on the Senses and Intellect; HassaU
or Beale on the Urine.

L.B.C.P. London.-He had better be designated in fall; but it is of no im-
portance, as it is not uncommon for the prefix "Dr." to be employed.

G. B., (Kensington.)-The lady had better consult her medical attendant.

THE MANAGEMENT OF THE NEW STDENBAM SOCIETY.
To the Editor ofTHE LANCET.

SIR,-The second letter of "A Member of the New Sydenham Society"
requires but little in the form of a reply from me.
Your correspondent seems to think that the Council is to blame in that it

has at the present time a considerable balance in the Treasurer’s hands.
Really this is only a point of ordinary commercial prudence. We have inva-
riably made it our rule to pay our debts promptly, and thus obtain certain
advantages as regards cash-price, discount, &c., and to do this we must keep
some money in hand. Of course the Society does not attempt to save in the
aggregate; it has no object in doing so. We merely aim to carry over from
one year an adequate balance to begin the next to advantage. It must happen
some years that this balance is larger than in others, since there may chance
to have been more than sufficient for the past year’s expenditure, and yet not
enough to afford another volume. This occurred last year, and we have con-
sequently an unusually large sum now on hand. Your correspondent need
not be afraid that we shall attempt to hoard it.
As regards the election of officers and the place of holding the meetings of

Council, if any plan could be adopted which would secure a more general
co-operation of our members than does the present one, all who wish the
Society well would rejoice at it. Its laws were framed with the especial
object of securing this co-operation to the greatest possible extent, and I
think that we have fully acted up to their spirit in repeatedly asking the
opinions of the members generally in respect to matters under the Council’s
consideration. The place of holding the annual meeting was fixed by one of
our laws for that at which the meeting of the British Medical Association
takes place, and solely with the hope of securing a good attendance, and an
attendance not only of London, but also of provincial residents. Sometimes
we have had large and influential annual meetings, and sometimes we have
had very small ones. From what I have known of similar meetings in Lon-
don, I feel sure, however, that we should have a much worse attendance here;
whereas such a plan would, of course, leave the business of the annual meet-
ings (as that of the Council practically must be) in the hands of London re-
sidents only. It is quite true that in this, as in all other Societies, the out-
going Council prepares the list of names to be proposed for the next year.
Who else is to do it ? In proof, however, that the annual meeting does
exercise some influence, I may mention the fact that more than once altera-
tions in the Council’s list have been made by it. I am sure that I may appeal
to the list of present members of Council for proof that all classes of the pro-
fession are represented in it, and that great care has been taken to secure
those who are well acquainted with current medical literature, and especially
with that of the Continent.
Your correspondent thinks that the offices of the Society should change

hands frequently. Our laws provide for the change of Council and Vice.
Presidents. During the seven years the office of President has been held by
three different gentlemen; that of Treasurer by two; and that of Secretary,
although still in my hands, has been so changed in character that its more
onerous duties and the whole of the salary now devolve upon our business
agent. The duties which now attach to my post are, I believe, not more than
the Secretaries to our different Medical Societies discharge without salary,
and I have therefore felt no scruple in again asking the Society to place me
during the short time further that it may be thought advisable for me to
retain office on a similar footing. To this request, after making a liberal
provision for the payment of my amanuensis and for incidental expenditure,
the Council has acceded.
Thanking your correspondent for the courteous tone of his letter, and

trusting that I have explained to his satisfaction the reason why we have in-
curred the blame of getting rich, I have the pleasure to subscribe myself,

THE HON. SECRETARY TO THE NEW SYDENHAM SOCIETY.
Finsbury-circus, Feb. 20th, 1866.

George of Kennington must. mean John of Gaddesden, who flourished in
1315, and whose works in manuscript are in the library of the College of
Surgeons. John Ardern was surgeon with Edward III. at the battle of

Cressy.
THE letter of Dr. James Newton Heale (Winchester) arrived too late for in-

sertion in the present number.
An Assistant, (Ware, Herts.)-l. The examination would, no doubt, be of a
more practical character than the usual one.-2. Yes, by courtesy.

THE GRIFFIN TESTIMONIAL FUND.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-The following subscription has been further received on behalf of

the above Fund:-
Christopher Tayler, Esq., Trowbridge ......... jEO 6 0 0
Amount previously announced ............ 134 0 3
Received at THE LANCET Office ............ 10 19 0

Yours obediently,
ROBERT FOWLER, M.D.,

Treasurer and Hon. Sec.
145, Bishopsgate-street Without, Feb. 28th, 1866.

A Subscriber.-There is no fee claimable unless the case be carried into
another court. If it be, then the witness will receive 10.. 6d. for his
attendance, application for which should be made to the clerk of the
sessions.

. H. lIf., (Liverpool.)-The proceedings between Dr. Schomberg and the Col-
lege of Physicians commenced in 1746, and were continued till 1753.

i THE last number of THE LANCET contained a notice of a "new chalybeate
spring at Cheltenham." It should have been Harrogate. 

’
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An Enquirer.-We believe that Servia and Hungary supply the Germans very A Sufferer.- We know nothing at all about the agent, but suppose it to be
largely with pork and its various preparations; but that lately the trade some nostrum or quack’s deceit. Our correspondent should consult a
has been very much lessened in consequence of the diminished consumption medical practitioner in time, or he may rue the consequences of not
from fear of trichin&aelig;. doing so.

.F:.R.S., (Belgravia.)-Sir Hans Sloane, Bart., succeeded Sir Isaac Newton as L.A. C., (Potteries.)-The proceedings of the guardians of the Stoke-npon-
President of the Royal Society. Trent Union have not escaped our notice. They shall be referred to next

lip A Militia Surgeon will refer to the correspondents’ pages of THE LANCET week.
for two or three weeks after the appearance of the letter of M.D.," he will Mr. W. D. Spanton (Stoke-upon-Trent) is thanked. Yes, we shall be happy
find information which may aid him in the attainment of his object. to insert the communication mentioned.

The Honorary Secretary of the Harveian Society.-.The discussion is too long Ooa talented correspondent from Portsmouth has forgotten to forward his
for insertion. A brief abstract of the proceedings of the Society would be name.

inserbed. M. B. (Bracknell) should send the particulars.
J. M.-The official list will be published shortly. Studens.-The eleven "recognised hospitals" of London.
A.A.R.-We know of no better English works for the purpose than Huxley’s
"Elements" (Churchill) and Owen’s "Anatomy of Vertebrates" (Longmans). THE REPORT OF THE ARMY AND NAVY COMMITTEE.
There is no good manual on the Annulosa. To the Editor of THE LANCET.

R. S.-About a year and a half or two years’ purchase. SIR,-It appears to me that, " in order to guard the interests of her
G. P. R., M.D.-The celebrated John Brown was elected President of the Majesty’s service," the recommendations of the Army and Navy Medical
Medical Society of Edinburgh in 1776, and he afterwards instituted a Lodge Committee have made the retirement scheme a dead letter in asking staff
of Freemasons, called the Roman Eagle. surgeons to sacrifice 4s. 6d. a day if they wish to retire after twenty yearsof Freemasons, called the Roman Eagle, service, and 5s. after twenty-five years, unless "they are found on medical

Paris.-The gentleman named is highly respectable, and has made the dis- survey to be permanently unfit for further service."
ease his special study. What is the career of a naval medical officer ? He is called upon to serve

THE letter of Dr. John Lowe shall appear in our next number, readily and willingly in every part of the world ; and if epidemics break out
in our colonies, even amongst the civil population, as in Jamaica some years
since, he must be prepared to go there-in fact, he must go wherever he is

POOR - LAW MEDICAL REFOM. ordered. After having completed twenty years of full-pay service, and during
To the Editor of THE LANCET. that time being separated from his family, he hopes to be allowed to retire

... 

LANCET. 
, ... , 

on his half pay at least, to be no longer a stranger to his children, and to
SIRn,-l shall feel obliged by your finding space for the names of the lot- make way for younger men; for it is only to a few that there is any prospect

lowing gentlemen, who have forwarded subscriptions to the Association of promotion to inspectorial rank. By these "recommendations" he can
during the past week. I am, &c., only look forward to an extended period of service without adequate increase

12, Royal-terrace, Weymouth, Feb. 24th, 1866. RICHARD GRIFFIN of pay.

Subscriptions received by Mr. Griffin:-H. P. Olivey, Taunton, 4s.; W. M. This may be easily shown. Take a staff surgeon who attains that rank by
DCOOPER,Thingoe,10s.;by Mr. "perpetual grind" at the age of forty-one or forty-two years. He finds him-D. Cooper, Thingoe, 10s. ; K. J., 4s.; J. Westell, Cookham, 20s.; R. J., lls.: self in the receipt of 24s. per day, and after completing twenty-two years’
G. Morris, Hereford, 5s. ; R. Thomason, Hereford, 5s.; G. Hanbury, Hereford, service in the receipt of 27s. Although the Committee have secured the
5,.; J. C. Lane, Hereford, 5s.; F. H Sankey, Bridge, lOs.; G. B. Norman, services of these officers until they attain the age of fifty-five, they have beenBasford,10s. ; R. Simpson, Settle, 5s.; T. Dobson, Windermere, 5s. ; W. Holme, careful to give no advance of pay ; so that from the age of forty-four or forty-Kendal, 5s.; Hope, 5s.; Wm. Norman, St. Columb Major, 5s.; R. R. Allen, five they would have to serve eleven and ten years respectively without anyBelper, 10s.; F. Eldridge, Andover, 20..; E. Heginbotham Wincanton, 10..; advance on the 27s. years respectively without any

J. W. Combs, Ticehurst, 5s.; J. Wills, Sturminster, lOs.; J. Smart, Bethnal- Amongst some executives the idea exists that medical officers have only togreen,10s.; W. Jones, Wigton, 5s. ; M. Mason, Sudbury, 10s.; J. A. Ledgard, go on shore, put a brass-plate on their door, and make a fortune on retiring
Carlton, 5s.; R. Ransom (not union), Cambridge, 10s. 6d.; J. Dowse, Hud from the service after twenty years; but you, Sir, must be well aware thatdersfield, 5s.; C. Taylor, Melksham, 5s. ; C. H. Parsons, Foleshill, 5s.; T. twenty years’ sea service is the worst possible training for private practice.Hewlett, Hendon, 21s. The raising of the pay of assistant-surgeons on entry to 12s. 6d. is anSubscriptions received by Mr. Prowse :-Thompson and Felce, Launceston, enticing bait ; but they must notice that they must serve ten years before21s.; J. T. Marshall, York, 10.. ; W. Williams and Son, Guilsborough, 10. 6d. ; there is any increase. Those young officers who entered when assistant-sur-C. T. Mann, Boxford, 5s.; T. Jones, Ross, 10. ; W. S. Rootes, Ross, 10s.; geons’pay was last increased are those who now feel most the inadequacy of
A. H. Dowson, Orford, 5s. ; G. H. Furber, Maidstone, 5s. ; R. L. Smith, Clare, the surgeon’s prospects, and will now see how little they have to look forwardSuffolk, 5..; T. Williams, Pontypool, 10s. 6d.; R. Hughes, Bala, 10s. 6d.; to by the promotion or retirement of the staff surgeons.C. C. Cogan, Greenwich, 5s. ; A. S. Kingdon, Combmartin, 5s.; J. Yeoman, I think it right to bring these circumstances under the notice of youngWhitby, lOs.; A. B. Vise, Holbeach, lOs.; C. Dandy, Ormskirk, 20s.; G. R. men who may think of entering the navy, lest they find themselves, likeBurtt, Chard, 10s.; J. H. Somerville, Walsall, 10s.; G. S. Robinson, Saffron Your obedient servant,Walden, lOs.; W. Williams, Festiniog, 10s. 6d. R. Roberts, Festiniog, February 24the, 1866. 

Your obedient DISAPPOINTED.10s. 6d. ; T. S. Douglas, Cockermouth, 10s.; W. Sutherland, Bellingham, 5s.; February 24th, 1866. DISAPPOINTED.

J. S. Barrett, Abingdon, 10s.; J. W. Moorhouse, Ellesmere, lOs. 6d. ; S. H. P.S.-The relative rank is forgotten in the assignment of the Greenwich
Franklyn, Lexden and Winstree, 5s. ; E. Jones, Merthyr Tydfil, 10s. 6d. ; Hospital pensions, where commanders receive &pound;65, and staff surgeons &pound;50.
G. R. Cooke, Dartford, 5s.; J. J. Terry, Tenterden, 5s.; J. G. Terry, Tenterden,
5a. ; W. Hitchin, Bath, 10s. ; S. Molyneux, Wigan, 10s. 6d. ; J. Renton, To the Editor of THE LANCET.
Hexham, 1Os.; W. Dixon, Doncaster, 10s. 6d.; H. Grace, Bristol, 10..; H. M. SIR,-I have perused the Report of the Army and Navy Medical Services
Grace, Clifton, 20s.; C. M. Thompson, Godstone, 10s. 6d.; M. J. Egarr, Committee. It is easy enough to place one’s finger on the blot in that docu-
IVisbeach, 5s.; H. Harland, M.D., Uckfield, 2ls.; E. F. Whitaker, Witney, 5..; ment. There is still no chance of promotion for assistant-surgeons within
J. Hesslegrave, Huddersfield, 5..; S. Drew, Wortley, 7s. 6d. E. P. Heming- reasonable limits. This has always been represented to me as one of the
way. Eton, &c., 21s. ; R. Slater, Ashton-under-Lyne, 5..; F. Workman, main sources of discontent. A candidate will inevitably quit the army medi-
Reading, 10s.; H. Bishop, Tonbndge, 21s.; G. H. Macnamara, Eton, 20s. ; cal service in the very same rank lie entered it. His maximum daily pay will
W. Lattey, Southam, 5s.; R, Lamb, Islington St. Mary, 5..; E. Marshall, be 17s. 6d.; for no provision for an increase is made beyond fifteen years, and
Croydon, 21s.; J. C. Reid, Morpeth, 5s.; W. Arras, Carlisle, 10s.; R. Smith, he may, if he thinks fit, retire after twenty years’ full-pay service on half that
Epsom, 5s. ; J. S., 5s. ; T. Holyoake, Seisdon, 10s.; L. K. Yelf, Shipston-on- sum-viz., 8s. 9d.
Stour, 108.; T. S., 5s. ; J. Tiley, Hitchin, 5s. The navy does not appear to labour under this disadvantage, promotion to
Mr. Griffin has forwarded to those members of the Association who have the rank of surgeon being much quicker in that service. The addition of a

subscribed during the last twelve months a pamphlet of 52 pages and the shilling or two to the daily pay is but a poor substitute for a life-long posi-
following letter -.- 

tion in the lowest rank.
lol owing letter _ 

12, Royal-terrace, Weymouth, March 1 st 1866. 
I cannot believe that these things are calculated " to encourage the coming’. Royal-terraee, Weymouth March lst, 1866. forward of a larger number of the most eligible class of candidates" for herDEAN SIRS,-The accompanying pamphlet is intended to be sent to each Majesty’s army medical service.

member of Parliament so soon as we can get some gentlemen to undertake I am, Sir, yours obediently,
the introduction of a Bill into the House of Commons. It is possible the London, Feb. 27th, 1866. 

’ ’ 

AN HOSPITAL SuMEON.
proposed Bill may not meet with the entire approval of all; but it must be 

’

borne in mind that it is almost impossible to meet the views of everyone, and To the Editor of THE LANCET.
much will depend upon the member who introduces the Bill as to the exact SIR-That a great boon is withheld from us by the recommendations of theclauses that shall be retained. Army and Navy Committe is withheld will us by the denied. The retirementI intend to apply to one or two members about bringing in the Bill; but Army and Navy Committee, I think will scarcely be denied The retirementas it is possible they may not accede to my request, I hope each of you will at twenty years was imperatively called for leaving few rate, and even thenconsider that it devolves upon you individually to find a member. By adopt- few men would have been able to resign, leaving few vacancies. What oning this course we shall be sure of success. Should any of you require a earth is the use of offering 12. per day after twenty years ? Why not say, we
pamphlet to send to a member to whom you may write, I will supply you will not give you your early retirement ! 
with it. I regret I can only send pamphlets to the medical officers who have It is very well to say that no second place at the mess-table should be re-
subscribed within the las twelve months, as the present subscriptions will cognised, when this point has been at last ceded. Every medical officer
only about cover recent expenses. I therefore trust that if any of your col- knows that on account of this surgeons and surgeons-major have hitherto
leagues intend to subscribe, they will do so without loss of time, in order that been treated as nonentities, and insulted over and over again.
the printer may strike off the requisite number of copies, as the type of so Trusting that you will bring these matters forward, and insist, as does Sir
large a pamphlet cannot be reset without great expense. It may possibly be Jas. Gibson, on our having exactly the same pay as the navy,
said that much of the present pamphlet is merely a transcript of former ones, February, 1866. 

__ 

I remain, Sir, yours, &c., ARMY SURGEON.which I admit; indeed I only view it as a rearrangement, with some addi- February, 1866. AN ARMY SURGEON.

tions.of much that has been written before; but had I not adopted this P.S.-Wherever the name appears in the Army List, the relative rank
course, a majority of the present House of Commons would know nothing of should appear with it. 

’

the matter, and would take it for granted that the late Select Committee onPoor Relief (England) had fully gone into the subject, and from the evidence * It is calculated that promotion will occur at a fairly early period. Sir
laid before them had decided that there was no need of fresh legislation, James Gibson’s protest is ill-conceived, and has no good foundation. The
whereas now they will see that the subject was not fully gone into by the complaints of our correspondents do not seem to us much better founded,Select Committee, and that the evidence of a Poor-law Inspector had grossly and we think that the army medical officers, if they receive the great boonmisled’them. I am, dear Sirs, sincerely yours, hat he army medical offi cers, i

To the Subscribing Poor-law Medical Officers RICHARD GRirFlN. which these recommendations profess, should for the present feel well
of the last twelve months, satisfied, and cease to express discontent.
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THE BEGGING IMPOSTOR.

WB have received letters from Mr. Curgenven and Mr. Weller (Fulham), who
have been defrauded by the impostor mentioned in a letter in our last
week’s impression.

3f,r. Henry Lee shall receive a private note.
H. M. is quite cofrect. The Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society occupied
a large house on the western side of Lincoln’s-inn-nelds before removing
to Berners-street.

Mr. Davis.-Professor Hancock will deliver in the course of the summer six
lectures on the "Anatomy and Surgery of the Foot" at the College of
Surgeons.

Dr. W. B. Mushett.-The notice referred to the lines on homceopathic soup.
Glasgow Herald.-Next week.
Lichen.-Mucilaginous matter associated with a bitter principle.

DUTIES OF UNION MEDICAL OFFICERS.
To the Editor ofTHE LANCET.

SIR,- In your remarks upon the case of Mr. Home (THE LANCET, Feb. 10th),
you say "The sooner all the duties and risks of Poor-law medical officers are
understood the better."

Considerable misconception exists with regard to these duties in the mind
of the general public, and even amongst medical men. As the guardians in
the case in question are called the Board of Trustees, possibly there may be
some contract of a special character between them and the medical officer, re-
quiring him to attend persons without an order; but if so, this is an excep-
tional case. The duties of a medical officer are definitely and distinctly laid
down by the Poor-law Act, and I conceive that the Boards of Guardians are
merely the executives for carrying out the provisions of the Acts of Parlia-
ment, subject to the supervision of the Commissioners of the Poor-law Board.
Art. 206 says : "The medical officer shall duly and punctually attend when-
ever he may be lawfully required to do so by a written or printed order of the
guardians or of a relieving officer of the union or an overseer." And the
6 Off. Circ. 90, 9 Off. Circ. 47, state " that this term ’lawfully’ now introduced
certainly requires the medical officer to ascertain whether the requisition be
lawful or not. Therefore if he receive any order in a case where he cannot
be lawfully required to attend, he may act upon it or not at his discretion."
Again: "The medical officer is not bound to attend upon a sick pauper with-
out an order in writing or print, calling upon him to do so." (8 Off. Cire. 85.)
The Commissioners also state: " If a medical officer do attend without an
order, and treat the party as under his care, the Poor-law Board would treat
any neglect of the patient on his part as equally culpable as if he had received
an order."
Looking at these directions and orders, I have always acted upon the prin-

ciple of refusing to acknowledge any person as a pauper patient, unless I re-
ceive a written or printed order requiring my attendance. In fact, I look
upon my engagement with the Board of Guardians in the light of a contract,
in which my duty is to attend to those persons who are directed to apply to
me in the lawful manner; and I should certainly not allow my conduct
towards any patient to be called in question by the guardians who had re-
ceived no order for my attendance, and whom I had consequ(ntly not placed
upon my medical relief-book. If medical officers were to act upo 1 this prin-
ciple, I believe it would be better for all parties. If the Islington Board paid
any extras, I question whether they would be disposed to acknowledge all the
patients who applied to Mr. Hume as pauper patients. A Board of Guardians
would consider a man’s wife poor and a nt case for the doctor if she were ill
with toothache or bronchitis; but that same woman would be refused an
order for attendance in her confinement or for a fractured limb if an extra
fee had to be paid, and she would be told to go into the house or an hospital
to be attended to. I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
February, 1866. A MEDICAL OFFICER.

WB have received 10s. 6d. from Mr. R. Hughes (Bala) towards the Griffin
Testimonial Fund, per Mr. Prowse.

A. B. C-The lines on Sir Wm. Fergusson are highly laudatory, but not saited
for our pages.

.A. F......g.-l. Lactic acid in rheumatism; uric acid in gout.-2. Dr. Garrod’s
treatise.-3. The work of Dr. Fuller.

Bela.-The list will be published in due course.
..d. Practitioner.-St. Andrews.

,M P.-They cannot properly be regarded as paupers; but the assistant-
overseer is legally entitled to give the order. This is, however, an anomaly
in the state of the law.

d. B. will find an article on the subject in another part of this week’s im-
pression.

Mr. Dyer.-NO charge is made for such announcements.
MEDICAL NECESSARIES.

Ar a late meeting of the guardians of the Tiverton Union, Mr. Gulson, the
Commissioner of this district, remarked as follows :-

" There could be no doubt that when a medical man sent to the relieving
officer to provide certain necessaries, he exceeded his authority. The medi-
cal man had nothing whatever to do with the relief. He could recommend
to the Board that certain necessaries were requisite, and when that was
done it was for the Board to consider what amount of relief should be
granted to the pauper. If, upon inqmry, they were satisfied that they were
granting sufficient for the maintenance of the wife and family, and the
medical man still persisted in his orders for a larger quantity of extras, it
was within the province of the guardians to order him into the workhouse,
and to lessen the pay in accordance with the extras he received. For in-
stance, if a man was receiving 5s. per week, and was then ordered half a
dozen pounds of meat per week, he could not want so much in money.
(Hear, hear.) The settlement of the matter was entirely at the discretion
of the guardians."

EVERY communication, whether intended for publication or otherwise, must
be authenticated by the name and address of the writer. Papers not
accepted cannot be returned. Articles in newspapers, to which attention

is sought to be directed, should be marked. Communications not noticed
in the current number of THE LANCET will receive attention the following
week.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from - Dr. Cobbold ;
Mr. H. Lee; Dr. Heale; Mr. Curgenven ; Mr. Bailey, Coleshill; Mr. Ward;
Mr. Brash; Dr. Ransome; Mr. Moir; Mr. Witherby; Mr. Payne, Sheffield;
Mr. Evershed; Mr. Gilbert; Mr. Savage, Swinefleet; Mr. Spanton; Dr.J.D.
Jones; Mr. Whitford; Dr. Hoyle; Dr.Murray; Dr. Belgrave; Dr.Fotherby;
Mr. Peel; Dr. Crisp; Mr. Park; Mr. Thomas, St. Clears; Dr. Bodleman,
Mr. Belton; Mr. Norman; Mr. Greening. Manchester; Dr. Johnson; Mr.
Prowse, Amersham ; Mr. Noakes; Mr. Staples; Mr. Rhind; Dr. Hewson;
Mr. Parsons; Mr. Bennie, Lympstone; Mr. Browne; Dr. Dyeer, Edinburgh;
Mr. Burnham; Mr. Salt; Dr. Dickson, Parsonstown; Mr. Locking, Hull;
Mr. Weller; Dr. Turnbull; Mr. Griffiths; Dr. Fowler; Dr. Fernie, Edin.
burgh; Dr. Collins; Dr. Bond, Southampton ; Mr. Warriner ; Dr. Dodgson,
Cockermouth; Mr. R. 0. Clark; Dr. Herbert; Mr. Sheppard; Mr. Palmer,
St. John’s; Mr. Watkins; Mr. Bloxam, Llandovery; Mr. Garden, Loodiana;
Mr. Nunneley, Leeds; Dr. Buckley, Castle Townsend ; Mr. Hembrongh;
Mr. Griffin; Mr. Cowderoy; Beta; Fire Ball; A. A. R.; -, Portsmouth;
"Never Mind;" A Militia Surgeon; An Inquirer; B. .H.; Omicron; 0. R.;
The Director-General of the Army Medical Department; C. H.; Ignoramus;
Ignotus; Fides; P. W.; Erithacus; W. B. M. ; M. S.; A Practitioner; Box;
The Secretary of the Beaumont Medical Society; L. R. ; An Aspirant; M.D.;,
R. S.; L.R.C.P. Lond. ; A Subscriber; Undergraduate; An Army Surgeon;
L.S.A.; J. B. F.; Disappointed; &c.&o.

THE Chester Courant, the Glasgow Herald, and the Dudley Guardian have
been received.

Medical Diary the Week.
Monday, March 5.

ST. MARK’S HOSPITAL FOR FISTULA AND OTHER DISEASES OF THE RECTUM.&mdash; 
Operations, 9 A.M. and 1&frac12; P.M.

METROPOLITAN FREE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-2 P.M. General Monthly Meeting.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-4 P.M. Prof. Huxley, "On the

Classification and Structure of the Mammalia."
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. - 7 P.M. General Meeting for Election of

Officers and Council. - 8g P.M. Clinical Discussion. - Dr. MacpherAOg,
" On a Case of Threatened Elephantiasis of the Scrotum in a European."

EPIDEMIOLOGICAL SOCIETY. - 8 P.M. Dr. Thudichum, "On Epidemic Out.
breaks of Trichiniasis (Spiral Fleshworm Disease)."

ODONTOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN.--8 P.M.

Tuesday, March 6.
Giro’s HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
NATIONAL ORTHOP&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Professor Frankland, "On the Non-Metalic

Elements."
ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.&mdash;8 P.M. Mr. A. Higgins, "On the

Orthographic Delineation of the Skull." - Mr. H. Wesley, " On the
Iconography of the Skull." - Dr. Paul Broo&aelig;, " On a New Goniometer
for the Measurement of the Facial Triangle."-Mr. C. Carter Blake, "Oim
certain Supposed Simious Skulls, Ancient and Modern, with reference to
a Skull from Louth in Ireland."

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M.

Wednesday, March 7.
MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. MARY’S IIosPITAL.-Operations, 1 j P.M.
ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 11 P.M.
ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
GREAT NORTHERN HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 p.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-4 P M. Prof. Huxley, On tll.e

’ Classification and Structure of the :&agrave;1ammalia."
HUNTERIAN SOCIETY.-7&frac12; P.M. Council.-8 P.M. An open Meeting.
OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-8 P.M. Dr. Routh, "On a Case of Fibro.

Cystic Disease of the Uterus." - Mr. Baker Brown, " On the Use of the
Actual Cautery in Ovariotomy;" and other papers.

Thursday, March 8.
CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1 P.M.
LONDON SURGICAL HOME.-Operations, 2 P.M.
WEST LONDON HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL ORTHOPH&AElig;DIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 P.M.
ROYAL INSTITUTION. -3 P.M. Professor Frankland, "On the Non-Metallie

Elements."
MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.&mdash;Anniversary at St. James’s Hall.-Oration,

5 P.M.-Dinner, 6 P.M.

Friday, March 9.
WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL.-Operations, It P.M.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-4 P.M. Prof. Huxley, "On the

Classification and Structure of the Mammalia. "
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-8 P.M. Sir John Lubbock, Bart., "On Transformation

of Insects."
Saturday, March 10.

ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 9t A.M.
ST. BARTHOL0MEW’S HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.
ROYAL FREE HOPIPTAL.-Operations, 1&frac12; P.M.. ,

CHARING-cRoss HOSPITAL.-Operations, 2 PM.
ROYAL INSTITUTION.-3 P.M. Rev. G. Henslow, "On Systematic and Stme-

tural Botany."


